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Summary

Objectives : A questionnaire survey of dermatolo-
gists was conducted to investigate the status of use of
generic drugs as topical medications and identify the
problems involved. Subjects and Methods : A ques-
tionnaire was sent by post to 541 physicians belonging
to the Kanagawa Dermatologic Association, and the
responses were collected. Results @ In regard to the sta-
tus of use of generic drugs for topical preparations, the
percentage of dermatologists prescribing original (fore-
runner) drugs and prohibiting their switching to generic
drugs at pharmacies tended to be higher for topical-use
drugs than for oral-dose drugs. In regard to the prob-
lems with generic drugs, many dermatologists indicated
differences in the effectiveness and incidence of adverse
effects between generic and original drugs, particularly
for the case of topical-use drugs. At the same time, var-
ious opinions were received about the advantages of ge-
neric drugs. Conclusions : It is advisable to verify and
correctly understand the problems and advantages of
generic drugs, particularly generic drugs for topical use.
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